


Peter Michael Foundation is continuously identifying, developing 
and advancing new, more effective diagnostic and therapeutic tools 
and techniques for prostate cancer.

Equally important to what we do is how we do it. The artwork on the 
cover depicts our embracement of a philosophy of interconnectedness 
and quality of life.

The Peter Michael Winery donates all of the wine poured and auctioned at the events in support 
of the Foundation’s mission and work.  The acclaimed wines and the Foundation’s charitable 
focus allow us to engage the best chefs in America for our dinners and auctions.The chefs have 
become true partners in the cause.

Our dinners attract passionate supporters from all walks of life and locations. Those guests are 
not only donors, but friends who we have come to know and deeply appreciate. Quite a few take 
on expanded roles within the Foundation as advisors, committee members, donors of auction lots, 
volunteers, table hosts and all around networkers.

Thanks to the support of friends, funds raised at our dinners are used to underwrite talented 
physician scientists working on breakthrough prostate cancer diagnostics and treatments. The 
articles on Stanford and Memorial Sloan-Kettering on the following pages are examples of the 
noteworthy progress being made as a result of the passion and perseverance of visionary doctors.

Many of those doctors attend the dinners, speak about their work, and enjoy the camaraderie 
of the evening. In turn, each and every one of them have become critical connections as advisors 
and even providers of cancer care for Foundation friends and family.  

Peter Michael Foundation believes in enhancing quality of life in all of its components.    

Thank you enormously for being a very important part of that circle.  
We couldn’t do it without you.

Emily Michael     Walter B. Menzel
Chairwoman      Executive Director

Quality  of  Life.   More than a mission – a passion and a purpose.
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the engagement of its Friends and Supporters.  

Billy & Beth Morris
Scott M. & Patricia Multack 
Erik A. & Allison Noteboom
Edward S. & Irene Ojdana
Mary & Tim Ord
Lisa Owens
Lauren Ridenhour/JP MorganChase
John & Lisa Rocchio
Scott & Helen Rodde
Joseph & Meiyu Romano
Santa Rosa Sunrise Rotary Club
Ivette Santiago
Kendall & Patrick Scheele
Steven L. & Pat Scheid
Brad Scott
The Sexton Family Foundation
David & Amy Shepard
Silicon Valley Bank
Gregg & Karen Silver
Michael Silver
Richard C. & Linda Slade
Jeff Smith
R. Bob Smith, III
Heather Snow
Sy & Laurie Sternberg
Hanna Struever
Jay & Sarah Sung
Joseph Linton & Sallie Suttle III
Paul P. & Kimberley Tanico
Kermit Tantum
Alfred & Patricia Taranto
John A. & Karen K. Teegen
Paul P. Tanico Foundation
Larry D. Thompson
Martha Turner
Joseph B. & Nancy Tynan
Howard Unger & Caryn Stoll

Alan & Kathryn Van Vliet
David & Catherine Walker
Emily B. Walser
Brad & Aryn Weinberg
Mark & ChaCha Weinstein
Richard Weiss
Marsha R. White
Timothy & Janene Winstead
R.H. Williams & Ellen Olson
Walter & Gayla Wood
Carl E. Wynn Foundation
Kevin M. & Gabriela York
York Family Giving Fund
Carl & Elaine Zimmerman
Douglas C. Zinn

In Honor of
John C. Cook
Kevin White

In Memory of
Dan G. Elmore
Mark MacLennan
Leo & Edith Multack
William C. Nolan, Jr.

In Kind Supporters
All-Clad TK Collection
Rupert Banner/Bonhams
James Hendy/Bonhams
Patrick Meade/Bonhams 
Lee Danhauer/Danhauer 
 Auction Group
Dick Bright

Chef Anna Bolz
Chef Josiah Citrin
Chefs Kim Floresca & 
 Chef Daniel Ryan
Chef Thomas Keller
Colgin Cellars
Robert J. Gilbert 
Hanbury Evans Wright 
 Vlattas + Company
Dennis Ivan
Kosta Browne Winery
Lanam Club 
O’Melveny & Meyers LLP
[ONE] Restaurant
Per Se
Peter Michael Winery
Restaurant Mélisse
The French Laundry
The Simone
Vineyard at Stockcross

*Generous supporters who 
 passed away – our heartfelt 
 condolences to their families 
 and friends.

Apologies
If there are any errors or 
omissions, please bring 
them to our attention and 
accept our apologies in 
advance.
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In Fall 2008, Sir Peter, Scott Rodde, and Walter Menzel visited Dr. Sanjiv Sam Gambhir at his laboratory in a dedicated research building at 
Stanford University.  By age 18, Sam had already earned his BA and was in UCLA Medical School where he earned his MD and PhD degrees.  
At the time we met, Dr. Gambhir was, and still is, the Chair of Radiology at Stanford School of Medicine with over 200 physicians, scientists 
and researchers working under his leadership.  

The Peter Michael group was taken with Sam’s intellect as well as his visionary curiosity, humility, collaborative skills, and passion to conquer 
cancer.  Dr. Gambhir and Dr. Raj Kothapalli, PhD, proposed photoacoustic imaging and nanotechnology, a novel approach to diagnose and treat 
prostate cancer with greater accuracy, better outcomes and less invasive actions. 

“Nanotechnology offers an exquisite sensitivity 
and precision that is difficult to match with any 
other technology” says Dr. Gambhir. “Within the 
next decade, nanomedicine will change the path 
of cancer diagnosis and treatment in this country.”

Photoacoustic imaging works by turning light into sound.  In simplest terms, an imaging agent of custom designed nanoparticles is injected into 
the body.  The nanoparticles attach themselves to prostate cancer cells wherever they are in the gland or outside of it.  Then a transrectal probe 
emitting a laser light is used to activate the nanoparticles on the cancer cells.  The laser light causes them to vibrate, emitting ultrasound which 
is then imaged outside the body. Besides imaging the cancer, in the final step an ultrasound signal can be sent back into the body activating 
the nanoparticles to release drugs and kill the cancer cells.  

Photoacoustic imaging has the potential to revolutionize prostate cancer management with its targeted treatment. Rather than radiating or 
surgically removing tissue mass, it is a non-invasive procedure treating cancer at the cellular level and only those cells that are cancerous.  

Under Dr. Gambhir’s guidance, Dr. Kothapalli has led a multi-disciplinary team in urology, radiology, biology, bio-engineering, and optical and 
ultrasound engineering.  Peter Michael Foundation and Drs. Gambhir and Kothapalli have persevered for seven years turning vision into reality.

Photoacoustic imaging is being tested in live human prostate cancer patients at Stanford. Dr. Kothapalli expects to publish the “whole story” 
in one of the prestigious scientific journals in 2016. Further validation is that Dr. Kothapalli received his first NIH grant for further improving the 
photoacoustic imaging device as a result of PMF funding that supported his initial postdoctoral fellowship in Dr. Gambhir’s lab. 

We are seeing the benefits of sticking with an idea and working with people we believe in.  Innovative translational research takes time. 
But we firmly believe in supporting the doctors and scientists, and letting them know we value their work.

This project has been funded jointly by the Peter Michael Foundation and a private supporter in Los Angeles. There is still an opportunity for 
a donor to fund the fellowship and have it named in their honor.  Please contact us for details.

Passion, Perseverance & Teamwork

Sanjiv Sam Gambhir, M.D., Ph.D
Chair, Department of Radiology
Professor, Departments of Radiology, Bioengineering, 
Bio-X Program, Materials Science and Engineering 
Director, Molecular Imaging Program at Stanford (MIPS)

“Photoacoustic imaging has the potential to 
  revolutionize prostate cancer management”
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2015 Supporters
Anonymous
Brent & DeDe Bailey
Essel W. & Menakka Bailey, Jr.
James N. Bailey & RoAnn Costin
David Barcus
Pamela Baxter
Michael Behuniak
The Benevity Community 
 Impact Fund
Andrew & Amy Berchuck
Eric Bloom
Bonhams 
Marcia & Thomas Borger
George Brannon
Gary Burkey
Peter J. Calvanico
Gary & Emma Campbell
Frank Canelas
Andrea Canova
Thomas A. Carlson
Chambers & Chambers 
 Wine Merchants
Andrew Chepurny
James P. & Doreen Clappin
Randall & Cynthia Clifton
Charles * & Linda Colander
Arthur B. Cook
Lori Daymon Cook
Randall & Karolyn Couch
Ronald R. & Trish Coulson
J. Douglas & Trisha Craft
Dean & Michele Dennis
Sid & Dawn Dinsdale
David & Loretta Doon
Michael Drotar & Denise Heiden
Scott & Kim Duda

the Peter Michael Foundation is deeply grateful for 

Michael L. & Juanita Eagle
Tom Eakin
Steve & Cynthia Earle
David & Sachiko Eckert
George S. Elliott
Dan* & Beverly Elmore
Sean P. & Robin Fahey
Ellen I. Fair
Gerald D. Fiala
Douglas C. Fisher
Joel & Sherry Fishman
Robert Freelen
French Laundry Partners LP
Eliot M. & Cynthia Fried
Michael Futterman
John & Paula Gambs
Alison Gardner
The GE Foundation
John E. & Jane Gehring
Giving Vines, LLC
Neil & Bari Goldmacher
Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
 Matching Gift Program
George & Margaret Grasso
Ray & Darlene Gravett
Harvey & Heidi Green
Dorian H. & Peggy Gunter
Howard Haber
Glen & Claire Hackmann
Michael & Betsy Hanley
Katherine L. Haute
Donnie Haye
David Hekemian
Bryan Hekemian
Charles E. & 
 Joan P. Hennighausen, Jr.
Richard R. Hermanson
David Hibbs

Thomas J. & Diane D. Hollister
Wanda G. Holloway
Floyd H. Jayson
G. Bradford Jones
Joan Jones
Michael & Cindy Kaplan
Barbara & Ron Kaufman 
 Philanthropic Fund
Peter R. & Cynthia K. Kellogg 
 Foundation
Carl Kennedy
Heidi Kerko
Lori Kerr
Morgan & Yvonne Kolyn
Richard J. Kraemer
C. Richard & Pamela Kramlich
Michael K. & Michelle Kwatinetz
Moses & Dee Dee Lebovits
Jim & Diny Landen
Joel & Sharon Larmore
John Killpack & Keith Lesnick
LinkedIn Matching Gifts Program
Jay & Laurie Mandelbaum
Bill McCloskey
David & Melissa McDonald
Barrett S. & Barbara McGrath
Douglas McKellar, Jr.
Jessie Barker McKellar Foundation
J. William McMahon & 
 Jennifer Padovani
Donna & Randall Melby
Walter & Betsy Menzel
Michael Meyers & Chad Labenz
Paul & Emily Michael
Sir Peter & Lady Michael
Jeffrey & Marla Michaels
Steven Miller
Ron & Merri Millman
Tom & Susan Monahan
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Dr. Hedvig Hricak and Peter Michael Foundation have been in a close, fruitful collaboration for over ten years.  

Born in Croatia and educated in Yugoslavia and Sweden, Dr. Hricak is one of the most influential women in medicine and research. She has 
published over 450 peer-reviewed original research articles and 18 books. Her scientific and medical affiliations are too numerous to cite.

With the Foundation’s support, Dr. Hricak’s team at MSKCC has conducted long-term, pioneering research exploring the strengths and 
limitations of MRI for evaluating prostate cancer. Their body of work has had an enormous impact on how prostate MRI is used at centers 
around the world.   

For example, the MSKCC team was the first to examine how tumor size and aggressiveness affect tumor detection on MRI. They revealed 
that a combination of anatomic and functional MRI sequences could detect aggressive tumors as small as half a cubic centimeter but not 
small, non-aggressive tumors. MRI could be used to identify aggressive tumors that might be missed by blind biopsy or to rule out clinically 
significant cancer, their work showed. 

As a direct result of the team’s research, the Foundation and Dr. Hricak have been strong, consistent supporters of Active Surveillance for 
men with low-risk prostate cancer. They believe MRI should be used before the choice of Active Surveillance and regularly prior to biopsies.  

Recently, the MSKCC team began human studies with a novel and potentially revolutionary device---the GE SpinLab hyperpolarizer. 
This device alters the nuclear spin of a chemical agent so that, once the agent is injected into a patient, its metabolic transformation 
can be viewed by MRI. PMF fellow Dr. Kristin Granlund, a trained electrical engineer, is responsible for the technical development of the 
sequences used to image the patients in the study. To date, 6 patients have been imaged successfully after injection of the hyperpolarized 
agent, pyruvate, without any adverse effects. This initial study will lay the foundation for future clinical trials evaluating the use of hyper-
polarized MRI to assess prostate cancer aggressiveness and treatment response.

Dr. Hricak has also used her PMF fellowships to attract the best and brightest young people to the field of prostate cancer imaging and 
help them advance the field around the globe. To that end, last June MSK held its first retreat for recent imaging research fellows so they 
could discuss the impact of their fellowships on their careers, share their research results, and discuss possible collaborations. Six former 
PMF fellows from the United States and Europe gathered with MSK faculty and staff in Dubrovnik, Croatia. The fellows resoundingly 
affirmed the value of the training they had received, noting that it had dramatically increased their expertise in prostate cancer imaging 
and, in some cases, had allowed them to offer a level of subspecialty expertise not previously available at their home institutions. MSK’s 
exceptional faculty and facilities, interdisciplinary patient management approach and large patient volume gave them opportunities to 
answer clinically important research questions they could not have addressed otherwise, they said. Their fellowships strengthened their 
commitments not only to research, but also to interdisciplinary and international collaboration for the constant improvement of patient care.

Global Vision and Leadership

Hedvig Hricak, M.D., Ph.D., Dr. h.c.
Chairman, Department of Radiology
Carroll and Milton Petrie Chair
Professor of Radiology, Cornell University

“Dr. Hricak has also used her PMF fellowships to attract 
the best and brightest young people to the field of prostate cancer imaging”
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Thanks to our Partners

The Bonhams name is recognized worldwide throughout all sectors of the fine art, antiques and collectors market, with several of its 
departments established world leaders within their specialist category. Today, operating out of its major salerooms in London, New York, San 
Francisco, Hong Kong and Los Angeles, Bonhams conducts some 400 annual sales through its sixty specialist departments.

www.bonhams.com/about us

For 128 years, O’Melveny has built its reputation practicing on the cutting edge of American law. Their exceptional group of lawyers are at the 
core of their global platform operating across three continents. O’Melveny helps build and connect prosperous communities of law and business.   

www.omm.com

The Foundation appreciates the dedication and involvement 
of its Board of Advisors who provide valued support, counsel and engagement.

Mr. Robert C. Bellas, Jr.   |   Dr. Carey A. Cullinane   |   Mr. Dean E. Dennis   |   Mr. Ronald DeKoven     

Mr. Chris Ehrlich   |   Ms. Ellen A. Fair   |   Mr. Rob Freelen   |   Mr. Paul P. Tanico

Please visit our website to learn more about each of our talented Advisors.

Peter Michael Foundation acknowledges and thanks three exemplary institutions which contribute greatly to the Foundation’s success. 
For 10 years, these companies have generously given their time and effort on a pro bono basis: 

Banking the world’s most innovative companies and exclusive wineries, SVB’s diverse financial services, knowledge, global network, and world 
class service increase their clients’ probability of success. With $23 billion in assets and more than 1,600 employees, SVB provides commercial, 
international and private banking through 34 locations worldwide. Forbes Magazine ranks SVB among America’s Best Banks and Fortune 
considered SVB one of the best places to work.                                                              www.svb.com

PMF Board of Advisors
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Stars Knights Valley
Peter Michael Estate |  Chef Thomas Keller

Left column - top down: Chef Thomas Keller and staff; 
Doug & Caroline Fisher, Denise Heiden & Michael Drotar; 
the Wanda Holloway table; the Ellen Fair table with Chef 
Keller; Jay & Sarah Sung; Dawn Dinsdale, Nancy Tynan & 
Sharon Larmore; Donna & Randall Melby, Patrick Meade 
& Menakka Bailey; John & Paula Gambs.

Right column - top down: Billy & Beth Morris; Dick Williams 
& Ellen Olson, Andre Campbell & Gillian Ottoway; Greg Gilley 
& Heather Snow, Yvonne & Morgan Kolyn; Paul Michael, Pam 
Kramlich; Karolyn & Randy Couch, Loretta & David Doon; Sid 
Dinsdale, Joe Tynan & Joel Larmore; Chloe Zale, Matthew 
Sternberg & Laurie Sternberg; Michelle Kwatinetz, Dick 
Kramlich, Emily Michael & Mike Kwatinetz.

photos: Ellian Raffoul for © Agency Moanalani Jeffrey
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The Foundation is awaiting proposals from UCSF & Duke on new patient-centric prostate cancer diagnostic 
and therapeutic research challenges. The Foundation has been in discussion about translational projects that 
have opportunities to get to clinical practice swiftly.

Future Translational Research

<  Kevin & Gabriela York with guests at Stars Knights Valley 2015

Partner Profile:                                  Kevin & Gabriela York
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Kevin, Gabriela, and their 
daughters Isabella and Ava 
reside in Athens Georgia. Gabriela 
is a registered nurse and fulltime mother.  
Kevin, formerly a Healthcare Technology 
executive, is a real estate developer and 
part time tree farmer.

                          Kevin and Gabriela’s charitable interests 
                       other than the Peter Michael Foundation 
                  include permanent conservation of over 1,700 
           acres of forest with the Athens Land Trust, volun-
teering and capital funding for Athens Academy, funding 
for the restoration of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, and 
financial support for Project Safe.

Their first involvement with the Foundation was 
the inaugural Stars dinner event at the Peter Michael 
Winery in 2006. They are happy to support such a worthy 
cause and have enjoyed attending a number of the events 
in California and New York over the last decade. They 
have also introduced the Foundation to many of their 
friends who have become supporters as well.



   

Stars Los Angeles
Restaurant Mélisse  |  Chef Josiah Citrin

Southern Stars
[ONE ] Restaurant  |  Chapel Hill, NC
Chefs Daniel Ryan & Kim Floresca

Left column - top down: Restaurant Mélisse 
dining room; Marla & Jeffrey Michaels; Mark 
& Chacha Weinstein       

Right column - top down: Donna Melby, Judy Galanter, 
Dee Dee Lebovits, Randall Melby, Moses Lebovits, Rick 
Kraemer; Richard & Alison Crowell, Michele Dennis, 
Lisa Owens; Jeff Ehrlich, Juli Tantum, Scott Rodde, 
Jenny Koehler, Walter Menzel; Joan Jones (third 
from left) & her guests.  

photos: Juliette Cassidy

Top left: [ONE] Restaurant dining room.

Middle left: Beverly Elmore & Dr. Dan George. 

Middle right: Chefs Kim Floresca & Daniel Ryan.

Stars New York Restaurant Per Se  |  Manhattan  |  Chef Thomas Keller

Top row - l to r: Restaurant Per Se’s iconic blue door; Kimberley & Paul Tanico; 
Michael & Roseann Maiello, Joseph & Meiyu Romano; Chef Thomas Keller. 

Middle row - l to r: Private dining room; Mark Rubin & Hanna Struever; 
Meiyu Romano; Dinner’s first course. 

Bottom row - l to r: Laurie & Jay Mandelbaum; John Mayhew-Hinds, Pamela Baxter,
Jeannie & Greg Fontana; Chad Labenz & Emily Michael; Dr. Carl & Elaine Zimmerman.

photos: Virginie Blachère / Image Singuliere
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If you would like to learn more about the Peter Michael Foundation:
Walter Menzel, Executive Director  |  Walter@PeterMichaelFoundation.org

Jenny Koehler, Event Manager  |  Jenny@PeterMichaelFoundation.org

Juli Tantum, Marketing  |  Juli@PeterMichaelFoundation.org

415.339.0400   |   www.PeterMichaelFoundation.org

Cover art:  Andrew Faulkner  |  andrew-faulkner.com

•   Intimate, multi-course dinners in stunning locations
•   Award-winning Peter Michael wines thoughtfully paired with each course 
•   Bonhams live auction of unique experiences, rare wines, and wine-paired dinners 
•   Meet the physician-scientists funded by the PMF Fellowship Grants

come as a Guest and leave as a Friend at a PMF dinner

Please email or call to make reservations.

Proceeds benefit innovative prostate cancer research

Events also being planned in Los Angeles, Silicon Valley & Charlotte, NC.

Chef Christopher Kostow
( 3 Michelin Stars            )

Saturday  |  July 30
Côte Deux Mille  |  Peter Michael Estate
Calistoga, CA

Chef Daniel Humm
( 3 Michelin Stars            )

Wednesday  |  May 11
Nomad Rooftop  |  Manhattan


